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INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF LI- 
BRARIANS AND ARCHIVISTS 

There are about thirty reservations for 
the official foreign trip on the steamer 
leaving New York, Aug. 6, in charge of the 
Bureau of University Travel, Boston, 
Mass. Accommodations are still to be 
had on this steamer of either inside or 
outside rooms, but application sliould be 
made as soon as possible. 

It may not be generally understood that 
this trip is most elastic, offering oppor- 
tunity for varied trips after the Brussels 
meeting, all under personal escort. For 
example: 

Route A. It would be possible to go 
from Brussels, up the Rhine, to the Pas- 
sion Play and through Switzerland, sail- 
ing from Antwerp to New York, to arrive 
Sept. 19. 

Route B. From Brussels up the Rhine, 
to the Passion Play, and four days in 



England, sailing from Dover, due in New 
York, Sept. 19. 

Route C. From Brussels to London, 
Southern England, Scotland, and cathe- 
dral towns, sailing from Liverpool to ar- 
rive in Boston Sept. 27. 

Route D. From Brussels, for a few 
days in Holland, sailing from Antwerp to 
arrive in New York Sept. 13. 

Route E. From Brussels to London, 
with a week in Southern England, sail- 
ing from Liverpool, due in Boston Sept. 
20. 

It is also possible to make a longer 
trip by leaving Boston on S. S. Canopic, 
June 25, via the Azores, Gibraltar, the 
Mediterranean, Italy, Oberammergau, 
Switzerland, down the Rhine, and Paris, 
reaching the meeting at Brussels, Aug. 26. 
There are several librarians already 
booked for this trip. 

Those planning to go abroad should 
correspond with the Bureau of Universi- 
ty Travel for rates for any of these al- 
ternative excursions, also for the name of 
the official A. L. A. hotel in Brussels in 
case they are not to be with the party 
on the travel portion of the trip. It is 
hoped that librarians having other plans of 
travel, independent of all parties, will ar- 
range to sail either June 25 from Boston 
or Aug. 26 from New York, with the li- 
brary parties. 

Portions of any of the travel trips out- 
lined, as for instance a week in Paris, may 
be omitted and rebate secured. 

The S. S. Vaderland from New York 
Aug. 6, is also the official steamer for the 
International Educational Congress, to be 
held at Brussels Aug. 21. This arrange- 
ment has been made with the permission 
of the A. L. A. Travel Committee, with 
the belief that many friends and mem- 
bers of the N. E. A. will thus be found, 
and the trip be made more enjoyable than 
if the steamer were thrown open to reg- 
lar booking through the steamship com- 
pany. As the N. E. A. meets in Boston 
July 2-8, a trip is being planned in con- 
nection with this meeting. It is proposed 
to sail from Boston for Liverpool by S. 
S. Cymric, July 12, giving a week in Eng- 
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land, the Rhine trip, the Passion Play, 
Switzerland and Paris, before arriving at 
Brussels. As it would be possible to 
reach Boston in time for this steamer 
from the Mackinac conference, some 
members may desire to arrange for pas- 
sage on this trip, which is also in charge 
of the Bureau of University Travel. 

Those interested should write to Miss 
Katharine L. Swift, care of Bureau of Uni- 
versity Travel, Trinity Place, Boston, 
Mass., who is a member of the A. L. A. 
Travel Committee. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Federal and State Relations 

Early in the month of November, the 
attention of the Committee was called to 
the fact that certain practices of the pub- 
lishers of magazines appeared to be con- 
trary to the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. The 
matter together with the evidence which 
the Committee was able to obtain, was 
laid before the Department of Justice, 
which reported that there was no ground 
for instituting a prosecution, unless ad- 
ditional evidence should appear. The Com- 
mittee is informed that a similar effort 
has been made independently of it, by 
Wm. H. Brett, librarian of the Cleveland 
Public Library, and that no final decision 
has been given with reference to the evi- 
dence submitted by him. 

The Committee communicated with the 
Chairman of the Committee on Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the Hon. John W. Weeks of 
Massachusetts, asking that the favorable 
provision with reference to extending the 
privilege of second class postage to li- 
braries, which was embodied in the bill 
introduced by Mr Overstreet in the last 
Congress, be renewed in the bill to be 
introduced at this Session. Our atten- 
tion has been called to the fact that li- 
braries which are a part of the City Gov- 
ernment and have not a separate board 
of trustees, are not entitled to second 
class rates under the existing law, and it 
is suggested that librarians of such libra- 
ries also write to Mr Weeks urging upon 
him the inclusion of the provisions of the 



bill introduced by Mr Overstreet. 

Bernard C. Steiner, 

Chairman. 
Bookbinding 

The firm of E. P. Dutton & Co. has 
decided to issue a special library edition 
of Everyman's Library. All the books 
in this library will be bound practically 
according to the specifications of the A. 
L. A. Committee on Binding. The entire 
library may be obtained in cloth at the 
uniform rate of 35 cents a volume, or in 
half pigskin at 60 cents a volume. The 
advantages of these books are many. 

1. It brings within the means of the 
smallest library the best literature of all 
times. 

2. The books will be so strongly bound 
that they will never need to be rebound. 
When necessary to withdraw from circu- 
lation they can be thrown away and new 
copies purchased. 

3. They occupy very little space and 
are so cheap, so durable and artistic that 
the large libraries may find it advantag- 
eous to get a large number of duplicates 
of the more popular titles. 

4. The fact that the special edition will 
be kept in stock and can be obtained at 
short notice adds largely to its value. 

Harper Brothers sometime ago bound 
in the special library binding copies of 
the following: 

Cruise of Canoe Club. 

Prince and Pauper. 

Boys of '76. 

Little Lame Prince. 

Canoemates. 

Toby Tyler. 

Ben Hur. 

About half of the number of copies so 
bound are still in stock, and can be pur- 
chased either from Harper direct or 
through regular agents. Care must be tak- 
en, however, to specify the special library 
binding. Otherwise, the regular edition 
will be furnished. 

A. L. Bailey, 
Chairman. 
Bookbuying 

The librarian of a public library is a 
custodian of public funds, which are to be 



